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How Starting a Business is Like the Making of Star Wars

In 1977, the world was introduced to the epic sci-fi adventure, Star Wars.  That 
little film (it cost $11 million to make (about $38 million adjusted to today's dol-
lars)) has gone on to gross $2.7 billion worldwide. It was also nominated for 11 
Academy Awards that year, winning 7 of them.  The original Star Wars  has made 
more money in the United States than the last three prequel movies 
combined...and they cost $115 million EACH to produce.  And...not a single one of 
them won a single Oscar.

How is it possible that with all that money, experience and expertise, the Star 
Wars prequels weren't even able to come close to the classic original?

The answer is simple.  The original Star Wars movie was like a small business; it 
was an entrepreneurial venture. Under funded and inexperienced, nothing went 
right on the set of the original Star Wars. The robots didn't work properly. They 
had to work quickly because of such a small budget.  But the one thing they had 
going in their favor - the thing that made it all work - was that everyone involved 
in the project realized they were a part of something special and they all rallied 
together to make it work.  Though George Lucas was the visionary, it was the 
actors and the crew that made Star Wars great.  The success of Star Wars came 
from the blood, sweat and tears of all those involved...from all those who be-
lieved.

In contrast, the prequels functioned more like corporations.  Flush with cash, 
they hired the best of everything.  Like a corporation, the prequels were enam-
ored with themselves and what they could do and how impressive it all was. In 
contrast, the first film set out to tell a story and challenge the status quo of how 
movies were made.  Like a corporation in love with its own technology instead 
offering value to consumers, special effects were used to support the story in 
the first film whereas in the prequels they were the story.  In the last three films, 
there was no vision and no dream.

The similarities don't stop there.

Like a big corporate CEO, in the prequels, the rich and successful George Lucas 
controlled every detail.  He wrote the scripts, he directed the movies and he 
oversaw all the special effects...and no one questioned a single decision he made 
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along the way for fear of upsetting the great George Lucas.

But in the first film, Lucas was more like an entrepreneur.  A guy with a big 
vision, working a little outside of his league, a little over his head.  But his vision 
inspired those around him.  And they came together to help bring that vision to 
life. It wasn't George Lucas that made the first Star Wars, it was all those who 
believed in the vision George Lucas painted.

If you're a small business, let those who believe in your vision help you.  There is 
plenty of time in the future for you to become big and successful and screw it all 
up by yourself.  For now, let others help you be successful.


